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Interview with tankpool24 Team Manager: "Wulf Gaertner Autoparts is an innovative partner who supplies much technical know-how"
· Major challenges for the only private team in the FIA European Truck Racing Championship 2015
· "tankpool24" Team Manager, Markus Bauer, is approaching the 2015 season with optimism
Hamburg, 29 April 2015. The manufacturer of MEYLE and MEYLE-HD parts, Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG, is once again the technical partner for the "tankpool24" and "CEPSA" teams in the 2015 FIA European Truck Racing Championship (FIA ETCR). As it did last year, the company from Hamburg will be supporting the teams as their supplier of brake discs and brake pads. In an interview, Markus Bauer, Team Manager of the tankpool24 team, explains how the collaboration works. 
Mr. Bauer, you have entered into a technical partnership with the manufacturer of the MEYLE and MEYLE-HD brands for the 2015 FIA European Truck Racing Championship, what does that mean? 
Markus Bauer: Our team is the last remaining private team driving in the FIA ETRC without any works support. As a result we are completely reliant on ourselves. For example, that means we develop, build and modify our drivetrain entirely under own steam. This is a very complex procedure as we are unable to use standard parts, particularly for the engine. The advantage, on the other hand, is that we are not subject to the specifications of any manufacturer and have more room for manoeuvre as a result. We see our sponsors - such as Wulf Gaertner Autoparts - not as financiers or parts suppliers but as sparring partners who also support us with know-how to help us have a successful season. 
What characterises the partnership with Wulf Gaertner Autoparts? 
Markus Bauer: The MEYLE brand stands for outstanding quality and a high level of engineering skill. Our engineers are in constant contact with the company's technicians in their role as technical partners to the tankpool24 racing team. At the beginning, we were very surprised by how quickly, flexibly and expertly the company's staff responded to our requests and suggestions. The contact is very close now and we have developed a very friendly relationship. 
You use MEYLE brake discs and brake pads in both racing trucks. What are the advantages of MEYLE brake parts in your experience? 
Markus Bauer: After last season we can say quite clearly that the combination of Meyle brake disks and pads exceeded our expectations with regard to stability and braking performance. 
You are backing a talented young driver in the shape of André Kursim. How do you assess his last season and what is your outlook for the 2015 season? 
Markus Bauer: It was extremely important for André to drive for a whole season in order to get know the circuits and the vehicle. The basic rule of truck racing is that a driver needs at least a year to get used to the special circumstances. The fact that we are now using two vehicles should help André as we are in a better position to compare data.
Your second driver this season is Roland Rehfeld. Can you tell us something about him briefly? What do you expect from him for the 2015 season?
Markus Bauer: I know Roland from the 2001 season when he drove for me in what was then the Super Race Classification. Roland is an all-rounder who has already driven in all motorsport categories. In addition to his motor-racing activities, he also works as a driving instructor, for the AMG Driving Academy among others. I think we will be able to take a big stride forward with his wealth of experience and his professional methods. 
Finally we would like to ask you for a quick assessment: what can fans of the tankpool24 team look forward to this season? 
Markus Bauer: That is hard to predict as the underlying conditions will change for 2015. However I hope we will be able to establish ourselves in the upper half of the table and that we will be good for one or two surprises. 
Download our press releases and press pictures from www.meyle.com or order in electronic file format.

Contact: 

1. Public Relations von Hoyningen-Huene, Marc von Bandemer, phone: +49 40 416208-17, e-mail: mvb@prvhh.de
2. Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG, Annika Fuchs, phone: +49 40 67506-519, E-Mail: annika.fuchs@meyle.com
About the Company 

Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG develops, produces and sells top-quality and quality-certified spare parts for cars, vans and trucks for the independent aftermarket under the brands of MEYLE and MEYLE-HD. The Hamburg manufacturer’s portfolio currently includes more than 18,500 articles, covering practically every requirement on the market. Engineers at the company also focus on products and services which can improve processes within the workshop. The MEYLE engineers have developed around 750 parts for thousands of different vehicle models and have technically optimised such parts compared to those made by the original equipment manufacturers. These MEYLE-HD products are extremely resilient and have a long service life. There is a four-year warranty on the unique feature of technically improved MEYLE-HD parts.

Wulf Gaertner Autoparts AG was founded in 1958 and is headquartered in Hamburg, Germany. The company operates in 120 countries. In addition to its state-of-the-art logistics centre in Hamburg, the company also operates subsidiaries and production sites worldwide.
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