Individual solution for extreme demands: MEYLE presents prototype of front axle for drift vehicles at the Essen Motor Show 2018 
1. Axle geometry specifically designed for individual drift vehicles, consisting of the body of the Mercedes Benz C-Class W204 and the powertrain of the Mercedes Benz E 55 AMG 
1. The control arms, tie rods, steering gear position and connections to the wheel carrier have been technically adapted to the specifications and heavy-duty use in drift sports
Hamburg, November 28, 2018. At the Essen Motor Show 2018, MEYLE will present the prototype of an individually developed front axle, which was developed in cooperation with the professional drift championship DRIFT UNITED: The complete axle geometry is a truly unique specimen which MEYLE engineers have developed especially for the individual drift vehicle and which will be further extended by extensive tests on the drift track. In addition to axle kinematics, MEYLE's chassis and steering experts also designed axle components such as transverse control arms, tie rods, steering gears and connections to the wheel carrier to meet the specifications and heavy demands of drift sports. Among other things, the length and shape of the transverse control arm was adapted to the special requirements of drifting. The drift vehicle with the axle components installed will be on display at the DRIFT UNITED stand (Hall 5, Stand C10) at the Essen Motor Show. 
In drifting, the fine art of vehicle control, the chassis and steering parts in particular must deliver maximum performance. To withstand the extremely high loads and minimise wear, these components are specifically designed for the drift vehicle to ensure control during drifting and allow the desired degree of oversteer. The joint development of MEYLE and DRIFT UNITED focused in particular on axis geometry: These were developed by MEYLE engineers for the special drift vehicle - also a unique specimen consisting of the body of the Mercedes Benz C-Class W204 and the powertrain of the Mercedes Benz E 55 AMG. "Controlled drifting on a professional level is not possible with normal steering. This requires a specially designed transverse control arm, which enables a high steering angle and therefore a larger drift angle. Normally, 40 degrees is the limit for road vehicles," says Martin Montag, founder of DRIFT UNITED. Adjustments to the shape of the transverse control arm in track width and length enable the necessary extension and therefore also more targeted control over the vehicle. 
"With MEYLE, we have had a strong partner at our side since 2018, who supports us with comprehensive engineering know-how and can develop and manufacture the right solution for us”. In close cooperation with the experts at DRIFT UNITED, MEYLE developed the prototype for an individual transverse control arm that allows the steering angle to be extended to up to 60 degrees. The development was carried out in close coordination with DRIFT UNITED and the professional drivers - so the insights from the drift scene were directly incorporated into the development of the axle. The prototype of the transverse control arm is truly unique and is used exclusively in the individually assembled Mercedes Benz vehicle.
Between December 1st and 9th 2018, DRIFT UNITED will also be exhibiting the winning vehicles of the 2018 drift season in Essen. The ESSEN MOTOR SHOW is Europe's largest and most important performance show for tuning, motor sports, sporty production vehicles, classic cars and motorcycles. Every year around 500 exhibitors present their dream range of automobiles to car fans who value the temperament, power and individuality of their vehicles at the ESSEN MOTOR SHOW.
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About the company 
Better parts and solutions for the independent aftermarket – reliable as a friend.

MEYLE AG engineers, manufactures and markets premium-quality replacement parts for the independent automotive aftermarket. With its three product lines – MEYLE‑ORIGINAL, MEYLE-PD and MEYLE-HD – the company offers precise solutions and parts for competent mechanics, ambitious rally drivers to classic car enthusiasts and every driver around the world who needs to rely on their car. MEYLE offers its customers more than 24,000 reliable and durable spare parts, manufactured in its own factories and at selected production partners. 
Catering for virtually every popular vehicle application the wide range of product supplied by manufacturer MEYLE features the following products: 
1. MEYLE-ORIGINAL: True to OE. – This product line includes around 21,000 top-class parts. 
1. MEYLE-PD: Advanced design and technology. – This product line features around 2,000 technically refined brake discs and pads distinguished by their enhanced braking performance and cutting-edge coating technology.
1. MEYLE-HD: Better than OE. – Devised by the company's in-house engineers, the MEYLE-HD line features around 1,000 products to cater for thousands of different vehicle models. Designed to provide exceptional strength and long service life MEYLE-HD parts offer enhanced performance over original-equipment designs. Unrivalled in quality and durability technically-refined MEYLE-HD parts come with a four-year guarantee.

The company and its network of associated companies employ approx. 1,000 people at locations around the globe, of which 500 work at the company's headquarters in Hamburg, Germany. MEYLE works with partners, customers and workshops in 120 countries to ensure that drivers can rely on better parts and solutions – that’s how the company helps workshops to be DRIVER’S BEST FRIEND.
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